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Per sonal observations. Local residents.

On March 8, 1959, | wal ked out the Little North Fork, Tributary of
Big River, Mendocino County. It required seven (7) hours for this survey.

I entered the stream from Hi ghway # 20, at the junction with Parlin
Fork, Conservation Canp, Road. | wal ked down- streamto the mouth.
Surveyor: Janmes Morehouse

This streamrises on the, North- Coastal, Muntains about .75 of a
nmle South of Hi ghway #20 near O d Canp 19, and flows West and South to
its confluence with Big River.

This streamis a major tributary of the Big River. The Big River is
an inmportant river systemon our North Coast for anadronous sal nonids.

This stream has an overall very slight gradient. The streambed is
for the nost part through a relatively wi de, |evel canyon. The above
characteristics render this water relatively mld, non-scouring type
stream Very extensive |ogging damage in the formof |og-jans, and one
Beaver Dam have encouraged the natural tendency of this streamto flood.
This has resulted in a series of |lake |like nmarshes in the upper 1/3 of
the stream This condition is again encountered near the nmouth of this
tributary. The reminder of the streamis well adopted to the
requi renents of anadronous sal nonids

The entire watershed is typical North Coast, redwood and Douglas Fir, forest.

A consi derabl e portion of the drai nage has been | ogged over, and is second

growth forest.

Rai | road construction and road buil ding, has affected the i mmedi ate

dr ai nage basin.

Wllows and Alders are the principle riparian growmh in the upper stream w th Redwood
forest becom ng dom nant cover near the nouth. California Bay, Douglas Fir and True
Firs occur throughout the length of the stream In several swanp-like areas, Cutgrass,
Bul  rush and Horsetail are dom nant.

Al titude: Not

The gradi ent

known.

is very slight throughout, and nowhere can be called steep

2 feet to 60 feet: Average 6-10 feet.

4 inches to 1 plus feet: Average 6-8 inches.

0.8 CF.S.

to 6 CF.S. Average 4 C.F. S

The fl ow was not perceptible in flooded areas, but was otherw se rapid.

The extreme upper stream bottomis poor to fair gravel. Mst of the |ower streamis

medi um



to good gravel. The remai nder of the stream bottomwas silted or was not visable due
to extensive |og-janms and fl ooding.

The | ower stream has several mles of very good spawni ng gravels. The upper stream
m ght be of some value if it were cleaned up

Pool s are commpn and abundant.

Shelter is common throughout. Mdstly pools, |ogs and undercut banks. There are
very few |l arge boul ders and very little |lowgrowing riparian growh.

Al t hough there are many extensive log-jans, | don't feel any of themare
barri ers because of the tendency of the streamto flood around them At the nmouth of
the tributary #2 there is a large alluvial fan, conposed of nud and small gravel. This
seens to be the factor inpounding the first and | argest | ake-1ike swanp. This erosion
mud plain is a by product of Stae Hi ghway #20 construction. There is a | ow concrete
dam (see sketch map) and below this is several |large |ogs enbedded in the stream Al
of these are old | ogging, streamcrossings. They anmobunt to stream i nprovenent devises.
Near the streamis nouth there is a Beaver dam across the main channel. This is
diverting the streaminto three or nore channels, and is flooding the |arge, park-Ilike
canyon.

The Mendoci no Whodl ands Canp Associ ation naintains a fairly extensive sunmer
canp along the lower 2-3 mles of the stream This canp draws water fromthe above
menti oned, concrete dam to fill a swi nmng pool. They do not draw water fromthe
Little North Fork for donmestic purposes, according to the caretaker. The caretaker
who resides on the site year-round is M. N G Gabbert. No other diversions were seen.

46° F. to 52° F. Average 48° F

Food i s conmon.

No aquatic plants, other than al gae.

W nter conditions are not severe. There is no evidence that the average w nter
fl ows are excessively high. However, there nust be considerable flooding due to the
slight gradient, and the relatively wide, level, canyon this stream flows through

No pollution seen, other than |ogging and road buil ding.

There are several springs in the small tributaries.

Two smal | Sal noni ds were seen. One in the headwaters near Station#l, and one at
the nmouth of Rocky Gulch. The remmins of an adult Sal nonid, and the backbone and skin
of a adult Silver Sal mon were found between Stations #4 and #5. On March 10, 1959,
returned with a net and sanpled a section of the stream near the nouth of Rocky Gulch
I found many 1 to 1 % inch sticklebacks and one 2 L inch Silver Sal non. The character
of this area of the streamindicates better success than | found.

Lots of Beaver sign, and deer and Coon tracks.

Fishing intensity nust be very light. The egress is difficult from up-stream
and fishing is prohibited in the |ower, Wodl ands Canp area.

Ot her recreational uses are, sw nmng, canping, and hikeing.
A dirt road is maintained through the Wodl ands Canp area. From about a mle

above the mouth to Thonpson Gul ch. This road gi ves good access to about 2 niles of the
stream The only access above or below this point is by foot. An old Railroad Bed



paral l el s the upper % of the stream However, in areas where the Railroad bed is
overgrown or washed out, the access is difficult.

The majority of this streamis within the Jackson State Forest.

The area not in Jackson State Forest is not posted.(see sketch map)
None that are intentional. (Beavers are inproving it for water fow.)
Past stocking: not known.

The upper 1/3 of this streamis of no great value, even if it were
rehabilitated. However, it is at present scourse of silt and debris for the | ower
stream The | ower stream has at |east 4 nmles of excellent spawning and nursery area.
This tributary could be inportant Sal non and Steel head produci ng section of the River
System

It is difficult to recomend a nanagenent program for the upper area of this
stream | would |ike to see the |og-jans taken out, and possibly a program of re-
pl anting on the |large erosion areas on the slopes of H ghway # 20. However, this
expense would certainly not be justified by the area potential. The | ower stream has a
hi gh potential, and requires | ess extensive rehabilitation. Here, the expense would be
justified. There are several |og-jans that would benefit the stream by their renoval.
One in particular at the nmouth of the stream The present limting factor of this
streamis a Beaver dam | ocated bel ow Cook House Gulch in a w de, |evel, park-Ilike
section of the canyon. This dam except for seepage, has closed the nmain stream
channel. This has forced the water into at |east four separate neandering channels,
and is flooding the canyon. The resultant Cutgrass and Cattails make it difficult to
see that there is nore than a swanp here. Anadromous fish nust find this a difficult
egress. Many down stream migrants nmust be lost in drying pools and side streams. |
woul d suggest that this dam be taken out, and a small amunt of hand work be done on
the main channel. When the surrounding area is suitably dried out a small cat or

tractor can provide for a nore stabilized main channel. | don’'t believe a Beaver
control will be necessary. In a nore channelized stream bed, and in the absense of
log-jams; | don’t believe a Beaver could build a permanent dam ( | am not a good judge

of a Beaver’'s capabilities and may easily be very wong as to the above assunption.)
O her than above, only nornal Sal nmon-Steel head nmanagenent is required for this stream

The sketch maps and naps references are taken fromthe State Division of
Forestry Map; South hal f-Mendoci no County, 1948.



Notes on the tributaries of the Little North Fork of Big River. See sketch map
| ocati ons.

Tributary #1 was either so inconsequential that it was overlooked, or | did not go far
enough up-streamto reach it. | feel the former is nore probable.

Tributary #2 is relatively extensive in length and wad |ikely used by spawni ng
Sal nonids prior to H ghway #20 construction. This streamreceives |arge amounts of
silt from extensive, denuded slopes al ong H ghway # 20 road-bed. This excessive
silting renders the stream of dubious value for fish. This silt is also creating a
| arge, inmpounding, nud plain at the confluence with the Little North Fork. Probably
this streamis sufficiently scowing to reclaimit self when plant growh reclains the
denuded sl opes of Hi ghway # 20.

Flow. 0.2 C. F.S.

Berry Gulch was insignificant at its nmouth. The flow was negligible. | don't believe
this trib. Is of sufficient value to justify a survey.

Tributary #3 was not located. | don't believe it can be of any consequence.

Tributary #4 showed consi derable promse at its nouth. Tinme did not asllow for this
survey. The flow was about 1 C F.S.

Tributary #5 (see #3 above)

Thompson Gul ch may provi de sone spawni ng near its nouth. About 100 yards up-dstream
there is a falls approximately 3 feet high. | wal ked up streamfromthese falls for
about 1/10 of a mile. | don't feel this trib. WIIl justify a further survey or
renoving the falls. Flow was about 0.25 C F.S.

Manly Gulch is a trib. O Rocky Gulch. It does not flowinto the Little North Fork as
shown on the map | consulted. This streamwas not flowi ng at the mouth. Above the
mout h the fl ow was perceptible, but insignificant. The stream bed was dry for severa
hundred feet in one area, The lower portion of this trib. Is nud-bottom swanpy, and
probably dry during the sumrer. Small frogs abound. | wal ked up this stream for about
Yoof a mle. | don't believe it is of any value to sal nonids.

Rocky Gul ch was not flowing at its nouth, although, a small pool results. |I found one
juvenile salnmonid in this pool. This stream may have been a good, small, spawning
trib. And may still provide sonme spawning near its nmouth. However, it has been
destroyed by gravel taking operations, a few hundred feet above the nouth.

Cook House Gulch did not seemto be of sufficient value to justify a survey. The nouth
of this stream was not seen. This area was flooded with water inmpounded by the Beaver
dam The | ake, created, here is covered with Water Lilies and Cat-tails. One G eat
Grey Heron, four Wod Ducks and several Mud Hens were seen on this |ake.
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