CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH ANDGAME ~ LAKE SURVEY FI LE FORM NO.. ..o,

NAME. . ...... Bl g R Ve cowry. .. Mendocino
TRIBUTARY TQ . Facific Ccean wp. ... IIN R 17TW goc ... 29
OTHER NAMES. .. N0 RVER system. B 9 River
SOLRCES OF DATA ... Fersonal observations .
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION
Include Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc.
LOCATION
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS Extent of observation- On July 27, 1959, Janes Mbrehouse and Stan
Watershed rainage Basin Nye partly wal ked and partly drove this River upstreamfroma
Altitude (Range) | arge, wooded dam about one nile above Val entine Creek (T17N,
Width R14W Sec. 3) to the extreme headwaters.
CI(;?N_(Range)
g&?ﬁhﬁy N Location — This River heads on the North coastal nountain slopes
Pools T just south of Irene Peak ( T17N, R14W section 11) and flows south
Barmars and then westerly to the Pacific Ocean near the town of Mendoci no.
Pemperatures
o tic Plants Relation to Gther Waters — This is one of the nost inportant north
Winter Conditions coast rivers for silver salnmon and steel head trout production.
Springs
OTHER VERTEBRATES - CCESS Wat ershed — The entire watershed is typical coast or redwood,
NG e TONAL UsE Douglas, fir forest. A large portion of this watershed has been
ACSESSIBIEITY damaged by extensive and inproper |ogging nethods.
POSTED OR OPEN
IMPROVEMENTS ) ] ]
A OGRING e | mredi at e Drai nage Basin — The extrene headwaters flow through
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT st eep, brush covered slopes. The |lower two mles gradually enters
REFERENCES AND MAPS the redwood forest. A large part of this upper drainage basin is
NAME OF DAM denuded of forest cover. It is felt that this is the result of poor
0 S
WNERSHIP .
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION | oggi ng met hods.
TYPE OF DAM
;‘EI'LGLH\JAgFTDAMS_ Disch Gradient — Very slight in the lower 2/3 to noderate in the upper
RO s e seey | 173 and steel in the remaining headwaters.
FISHWAYS
SCREENS Y
USE OF WATER Wdth- 1ft. to 3ft.- Average 2ft.
Depth — 1 inch to 4 inches — Average 2 inches.
Flow — 0.5 cfs. To 2 GP.M - average 0.3 cfs.
Vel ocity — Rapid throughout.
Bottom — Mpstly sand — gravel; some gravel — sand, and areas of bedrock and boul ders

near the extrene headwaters.

Spawni ng Areas — Mdstly poor to fair with a few areas approachi ng good.

Pool s — Uncommon in the |lower half, becom ng nore conmmon in the upper half. 8ft |ong
4ft wide 8in deep to 20ft long 8ft wide 2ft deep average 10ft |ong 4ft wi de
10i n deep.

Shelter — The lower 2/3 was very open, with only undercut bank and | og janms for
cover. The upper 1/3 of this river area is nore contained and | arge
boul ders and sone riparian growh afford fair shelter.
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Barriers — Many (see attached sheet for |ocation and size).
Di versi ons — None seen.

Tenperatures — 80° F. in the lower area to 78° in the upper area. 70° in extrene
headwat ers.

Food — Commmon in the | ower half to abundant above. Adult midges, caddis fly and other
uni dentified insect larva were seen

Aquatic Plants — None ot her than al gae.

Wnter Conditions — This is not a scoured riverbed and the stream banks show no
evi dence of flooding. It is felt that the winter conditions are fairly mld

Pol | uti on — None seen other than | ogging.
Springs — Comon in headwat ers and drai nage basi ns.

Fi shes Present and Success — RT/SH trout were common through. 1in to 6in in | ength.
Average 2 — % in. Success seens to be satisfactory. No other fish were seen

O her Vertebrates — Western newts, small frogs, and yellow — |lined garter snakes were
often seen. Many deer were seen

Accessibility — A private road cones into this upper Big River from Baechel Creek
road.

Omership — This entire area of Big River is privately owned and posted.

| nprovenents — None seen

CGeneral Estimate — It is felt that this are has undergone severe danmage due to

i mproper |ogging practices, primarily in the loss of riparian cover and the renova

of forest fromthe i medi ate drai nage basin. However, the |arge nunbers of trout seen
suggests that the area is still suitable for sal nonids. Because of the barrier-dam at
the lower end of the surveyed area, it is felt that these trout are a resident

popul ation. It is believed that the “Johnson Dani |ocated at the nouth of Rice Creek
is actually the | arge, wooden, flush dam bel ow Rice Creek on Big River.

Recommended Managenent — The npst inportant nanagenent would be to control | ogging
practices and prevent further damage to the river. O herw se, only normal steel head
spawni ng and nursery stream managenment is required.

Ref erences— Maps and sketch map: Bob Elwell’s report on the aerial survey on this
area was very hel pful. The forestry map, south-half of Mendocino County, 1948, was
the only map consulted, and the sketch map was taken fromthis.

Altitude — Fishing intensity, other recreational use and past stocking are not known.
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HEADWATERS OF BI G RI VER

Barriers and Log Jans

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

An old flush dam | ocated about one m|e above the npbuth of Val entine Creek.
120ft long, 40ft high, conplete barrier 14ft drop in streanbed.

Log jam — |l ocated at the base of the upstream side of #1.
90ft |l ong, 20ft w de, 15ft high, void area 92%

Log jam — located .1 nmle upstream from #1.
75ft long, 50ft wide, 3ft high, void area 50%

Log jam — debris located .3 mle upstream from #1.
90ft wide, 35ft long, 15ft high, 70% voi ded area.

Log jam — debris located .4 mle upstream from #1.
85ft long, 40 ft wde, 7ft high, 65% void.

Log jamlocated .1 nmile upstream from #5.
40ft long, 30ft wide, 7ft high, 40% void.

From #6 to mouth of Rice Creek. .1 mle scattered debris and slash — no
esti mate.

Log jam — just above nouth of Rice Creek.
30ft long, 35ft wide, 7ft high, 65%void.

| medi atel y above #8, four average logs — jam (cut |ogs).

Log jam.1 mile upstreamfrom Ri ce Creek.
100ft long, 30ft wide, 6ft high, 96% void.

Log jam- .2 nmle above Rice Creek.
30ft long, 20ft wide, 4ft high, 50% void.

Log jam — barrier - .4 mle above Rice Creek silted in.
35ft long, 35ft wide, 6ft high, 90%oid. Difference in streanbed level — 4 to
5ft.

Boul der — log jam — barrier — located .3 mile upstream from #12.
8ft long, 29ft wi de, 6ft high, 50%void. Difference in streanbed |evel 4ft.
40% boul der 10% | og.

Log and dirt filled jam and barrier —creek crossing — located .2 nile up from
#13. No culvert — difference in streambed | evel — 5ft.

The area fromthis point on up to the “U turn of the road away fromthe creek,
a distance of 1.6 mles, was covered by truck. This area consists of
intermttent |og slash, debris and accunul ati on of materials in and around the
creek bed.



HEADWATERS OF BI G RI VER

Barriers and Log Jans (conti nued)

At the point where the road | eaves the creek, an old | ogging | anding over the
creek is filled in with large |ogs, slash, debris, and silt.

One hundred feet below this point, the stream gradi ent becones very steep, and
| eads into a “V’ type canyon filled with |arge boul ders. Two hundred feet above
the log landing is a natural rock falls, 12ft high. It is believed that the
rest of this streamis of no fisheries val ue.



