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July 20, 2001

Ms. Jessica Martini-Lanb
Sonoma County Water Agency
Post Office Box 11628

Santa Rosa, California 95406

Dear Ms. Martini-Lanb:

Noti ce of Preparation (NOP) of Initial Study
Crocker Creek Dam Renopval Project
Crocker Creek, Tributary to the Russian River
Near Cl overdal e, Sonoma County

Department of Fish and Gane personnel have reviewed the NOP
of Initial Study for the Crocker Creek Dam Renoval Project. The
NOP identifies potential inpacts to creeks, riparian areas, and
speci es of concern. The Department is trustee agency for fish
and wildlife resources of the State of California. The
Department is also a responsi bl e agency and issues permts for
i npacts to State-listed threatened or endangered species and

i npacts to creeks. Since your project will inmpact a waterway and
l'i sted species, continued close coordination with the Departnment
will assist in devel oping adequate mtigation and i ssuance of

final permts and approvals for the project.

The Department nust conply with the requirenments of the
California Environnmental Quality Act (CEQA) in issuing incidenta
take permts for State-listed threatened and endangered species.
Consequently, the Department, as a responsible agency, will use
t he proposed CEQA docunment in issuance of needed permts in the
event that State-listed species are adversely affected by the
project. The proposed docunment should include an adequate
description of any endangered species inpacts and mtigation
measures to allow the Departnment to use the docunent in issuance
of an endangered species permt.

The Department will also act as responsible agency for any
activities that require a Streanbed Alteration Agreement. It is
the policy of this Department that a project should cause no
net |l oss of riparian habitat val ue. Unavoi dabl e impacts within
the riparian area should be identified and mtigation provided
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for in the proposed docunment. This includes not only |ong-term

i mpacts but also short-terminpacts due to construction.

Specific details concerning the proposed stabilizing of the north
dam abut ment, denolishing the remaining concrete structure,

bi ot echni cal channel adjustnments, bank recontouring,

revegetati on, and proposed interface between the restored channel
grade and the sill of the dam should be included in the

envi ronment al docunent. Agai n, these details, and any
alternatives to the proposed project, should be devel oped in your
ongoi ng consultation with the Departnment to adequately discuss
mtigation and project design requirenments for Streanbed

Al teration Agreenment issuance.

The environnmental docunment nust address which |isted and
sensitive species may use the area as habitat. Surveys shoul d be
conducted for any rare, threatened or endangered species which
may exi st on site. Federal candidate species, wildlife listed as
speci es of special concern, and plants listed by the California
Nati ve Plant Society (CNPS) should be included. The Departnment's
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) should be consulted
for any known site-specific occurrences and for a |ist of species
found in the general area. A report fromthe CNDDB which lists
no findings for the project site does not indicate these species
do not exist there, only that no information is in the file.
Consequently, a negative result froma CNDDB search must not
replace the requisite surveys.

Surveys for sensitive species, including plants, anphibians,
fish, raptors, and nesting birds should be conducted at the
proper time of year. Inpacts to these species and their habitats
shoul d be avoided. |Inpacts which are unavoi dabl e shoul d be
identified and appropriate mtigation provided.

Survey results and specific mtigation measures nust be

included in the docunment. Surveys to be conducted at a | ater
time or mtigation neasures to be identified at sone future tinme
are not acceptable. It has been determ ned by court ruling that

such studies and mtigati on measures woul d be inproperly exenmpted
fromthe process of public and governnmental scrutiny which is
requi red under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). A
docunment which requests future studies or future identification
of mtigation will be considered inadequate.
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The Department appreciates the opportunity to coordi nate and
comment on this project. |If you have any questions, please
contact Ms. Linda Hanson, Environnmental Specialist, at (707) 944-
5562; or M. Scott W/ son, Habitat Conservation Supervisor, at

(707) 944-5584,

Sincerely,

Y ZE

Robert W Fl oerke
Regi onal Manager
Central Coast Region

cc: Departnment of Fish and Gane

M. Bill Cox Central
Coast Regi on

M . George Heise
Nati ve Anadromous Fish and Wat ershed Restorati on Branch

bc: Hanson, W son

LH/ pm



