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Personal Survey

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - The entire tributary was wal ked out by
Fish and Game Assistant, James Crowdus, and Fish and Gane Seasonal
Aid, Jack Santos, on Septenber 27, 1961. This is a distance of
approximately 1.5 m|es.

LOCATION - This tributary is located approximately 8 airline mles
northeast of the town of Fort Bragg in Mendocino County.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - It is a tributary of primary water flow
contribution to the South Fork of the Ten MIle Drainage System
GENERAL DESCRI PTION - Watershed - Estimate 2 sqg. m of watershed
are concerned with this unnamed tributary.

I mredi ate Drainage Basin - This drainage basin is a |ogged-over,
second growth conifer area, with alder, young Redwood, and a
consi derabl e amount of brush adjoining, and in, the creek. The
surrounding terrain is steep-sided, lowhills, also covered with
young conifer. Meandering up through the streamand along its
banks are two ol d railroad beds converging into cne in the upper
section of this tributary. The soil is primarily rubble and dirt.
Altitude - 200 to 900 ft.

Gadient - The gradient is noderate to severe. The upper secticn
or extreme headwaters, has a noderate gradient in a little grassy
val l ey of approximately 5 ft. per 100. The majority, or 90% of
the stream has a gradient of about 15 ft. per 100.

Depth - The water depth at this date is zero to 18 in., and an average of 6 in.
Flow - Flowis intermttent at this date, a .2 c.f.s. average.

Vel ocity - Slow to sluggish.

Wdth - The average width at this date is 2ft. It has a range fromzero to 20 ft.
Bottom - The bottomis primarily conposed of rubble and coarse gravel. This is
covered with a light layer of silt and organic debris. Many alders and al der roots
are involved in the stream bottom

Spawni ng Areas -

Spawning area on this tributary is poor to nonexistent, due to

the silt-organic debris and coarse bottomscattered throughout.
Pools - Pools are few and scattered, the average 4 ft. square with a 1 ft. depth;
estimate 2 pools per 100 ft. of streamand riffle.

Shelter -

Shelter is abundant in the formof alder ard willow roots and |og jans.

Al'so shelter is found in the formof overhead vegetation. Approxi mately 95% of
the streamis sheltered in one of the |isted manners.

Barriers -

A potential barrier exists at the confluence of the South Fork with

the Ten Mle. Paralleling the South Fork of the Ten Mle, there is a private
dirt road. The road crosses this unnaned tributary. A bridge has been formed by
massive | ogs being thrown into the gulley.

Di versions -

No di versions observed.
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Tenperatures - Streamtenperature averaged 68° F; the air tenperature for this
date was 90° F, a very sultry, warm day.

consi derabl e | ogging debris and tinber fromthe old railroad trestle.

Food - Food was al nost nonexistent; diligent searching reveal ed scattered Mayfly
| arvae in groupings of 1 to 2 or 3 to 4 under scattered rocks. This is believed
to be due to the fact of the light silt involved in this stream

Aquatic Plants - Scattered al gae was noted throughout this stream A considerable
amount of grasses grow in this stream especially in the upper headwaters where
it looks I'1ke or resenbles an unmowed golf course.

Wnter Conditions - Wnter ccnditions believed to be mld, but the streamindicates
a rather wide flow of approximately 15 ft. across--about 3 to 4 ft. deep in sone
sections; an average of 2 ft. deep is believed to be the winter condition.
Pol | ution - None observed

Springs - Four or five small springs were observed on both sides of the stream
along the upper two-thirds of this stream These springs were of an o0ozing

consi stency and of no value at this date, and are believed to be of very little
val ue in maxi mum fl ow.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - None were observed. Again a diligent search was
conpleted for any sign of fishlife, as well as for the food. It is believed

that the barrier at the |ower section underneath the road crossing coul d serve

as a cause for the lack of fish, as well as the many jans |isted up and down

this section of stream

OTHER VERTEBRATES - None observed, but strong and frequent indications deer

bear, donestic sheep and cattle ranging throughout, as well as sal amanders, frogs,
snakes, and insects. (Insects may be omtted)

FI SHING | NTENSI TY - None observed and none believed to be in the past.
OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Recommend hunting, very light fishing and hiking.

ACCESSI BI LITY - Access is gained by traveling approximately 4 m. north of the
town of Fort Bragg in Mendocino County on Route 1, thence up the Ten Mle River
or Aen Gray Road to his ranch, then through his ranch on a paralleling road

of the South Fork of the Ten Mle for the next 7 or 8 m. A key is necessary
fromthe Gay Ranch to open one |ocked gate. There are approximtely 4 or 5

unl ocked gates involved in this route. Another route is up through the north
end of Little Valley; through this, go through the Hyman Ranch; A key is al so
needed here--the same key. Here you go through 6 to 8 different unlocked gates.
| mmredi at e stream access is conparatively easy--up, the old logging and railroad
bed thnt crisscrosses through the stream In the upper section the bed diverges
away to the west fromthe streamand access is through considerabl e amount of
brush and Redwood. There are many deer paths to followin this route. Inmediate
streamaccess is considered fairly difficult in some sections, although it can
be seen froma higher elevation on these paralleling |ogging and railroad beds.
OMERSHI P - This land is believed to be in private ownership, of the Hyman or
Gray Ranches and/or both. It is unknown.

POSTED OR OPEN - There is no posting along this stream although there are "no
trespass" signs listed on the access roads previously nentioned.

PAST STOCKI NG - None known; none believed to have occurred.
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GENERAL ESTI MATE - This unnaned tributary to the South Fork of the Ten Mle
systemdrains approximtely 2 sq. m. of watershed. The tributary is relatively
smal| (2 ft. average width) with a rather steep gradient of 15 ft. per 100.

In the streamthere are profuse anounts of alder, wllow and other dense vege-
tation along and within its bed. The area is of second growth conifer and al der
and brush throughout. At this date the flow of this tributary is intermttent
with a mximumof .4 c.f.s. Velocity is slowto sluggish. The bottomis

predom nantly rubble, covered with silt and al gae, or supporting dense grow hs
of grasses or alder. Spawning in this area i s considered poor to negligible.
Estimate 5% of this 2-mle streamsatisfactory for this function. Pools are
scattered and few-approximtely 2 pools per 100 ft. The size of the pools is
4 ft. square and 1 ft. deep. Shelter is profuse fromthe alder roots in the
stream and overhead vegetation. No diversions were observed. A possible

barrier in this tributary is on the road crossing this tributary and paralleling
the South Fork of Ten Mle at the confluence of the tributary and the Ten Mle
South Fork. Food and fish were notably absent. Food was found only by diligent
searching; it consisted of Mayfly larvae, approximately 2 or 3 per scattered
rocks upturned. No fish were observed. Imediate access is relatively easy

as well as general access. Sone areas of this stream have dense vegetation
refusing general access to this stream

RECOWENDATI ON - | recomend that the log jamand barrier crew operate up to
the first forks and renove all alder in the streamas far as fishery val ue.
Management i s suggested to be limted spawning and nursery area. The prine
value of this tributary is its contribution of water flowto the Ten Mle
system Al springs and forks noted on the map are of no value due to their
steep gradient of approximately 30 to 40 ft. per 100.

This concl udes the streamsurvey on the unnamed tributary to the South Fork
of the Ten Mle, Septenmber 28, 1961, by Fish and Game Assistant, James Crowdus

James Crowdus/ nh
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