CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FI LE FORM NO. .o

NAME. ....... JOANSON CREEK comry, Mendocino
STREAM SECTION. . ... ... ... .. FROM . MOUth oo 10, headwaters LenctH , 21/ 2 m.

TRBUTARY T, S0uth Fork of Big River Twp. 16N R IAW 020

OTHER NMes, . None Known RVER system, DI 9 River

aﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁgﬁ%Meac EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - This tributary was wal ked out fromthe nouth
LOCATION T upstreamto the headwaters. This was a distance of 1 1/2 m . Observers
R N T R A TERS were Hol man, Rowel |, Day, Morehouse and Nye. Survey was conducted on
}Ar%ar%eergrz;gDrainageBasin Jul y_8, 1959'. .
Altitude (Range) LOCATION - This tributary flows fromnorth to south and enters the
Width sou ork o ig River mles west o i ah on Spings Roa
g th fork of Big R 19 nil t of Ukiah on § Road
Plow (Range) RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS- Johnson creek is a minor spawning tributary
Botiom o] e headwaters o e Sou . 0 ig River.
Bottom to the headwat f the South Fk. of Big R
Shawning Areas GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON- Wat ershed & | mmedi ate Drai nage Basin -
Shetter . This tributary heads in a typical steep slope, v-shaped canyon, passes
P res through well wooded coastal drainage. It flows to a relatively snal
ﬁﬂmMmm wooded canyon characterized by redwood, fir, alder, wllow, nadrone
Winter Conditions live oak and other forms typical of this area. No cultivation present.
e ecess There i s abundant shade present.
OTHER VERTEBRATES Altitude - Unknown.
G T AL USE Gadient - Slight in the |ower section becom ng noderate in upper
ACCESSIBILITY sect | on.
POSTED OR OPEN Wdth - Ave. 2 f 2 i 8 f
IUEROVENENTS hooave 20t (2dn to8 1)
AL STOCKING e Depth - Ave. 3 in. - ( in. to t.)
RECONMENDED MANAGEMENT Flow - Ave. 2 cfs. (2 gpmto .3 cfs)
REFERENCES AND MAPS Vel ocity - Sluggish.

Bottom - The lower 1/3 of the streamexhibits a bottom of bedrock
and gravel. The mddle third exhibits a bottom of gravel, sand,
and silt. The upper third shows a bottomof silt with sone gravel present.

Spawni ng Areas - Considered to be fair throughout.

pool s - Good devel oprrent of nedi um si zed pool s throughout, beconing uncommon in

the extreme upper section.

Shelter - Excellent throughout in the form of undercut banks rocks, streanside
vegetation and fallen | ogs.

Barriers - Listed on attached sheet.

Diversions - A snmall donestic punp |ocated about 200 yds. upstream fromthe nouth
appears to be punping approx. 100 g.p.m A snmall concrete dam approx. 1 ft. x 9 ft.

| ocat ed about 250 yds. upstream fromthe nouth used as diversion in past but not in
use at present. |Is not a barrier

Tenperature - Ave. air 85° Ave. water 57° (55-63).

Food - Caddis fly, mayfly, stonefly, dipthera and other unidentified insects appear
to be abundant.

Aquatic Plants - Al gae observed in small ampunts. Tules present in upper and

m ddl e section
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W nter Conditions - Appear to be mld but subject to high fluctuating runoff.
Pollution - Only logging pollution is evident.

Springs - Uncommon.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Steel head, rainbow trout averaging 3 inches (1 1/4 to
6 in.) were observed to be comon throughout the entire stream Success and
propagation is considered to be good.

OTHER VERTEBRATES- Frogs, snakes and sal amanders were observed to be in fair nunbers
t hroughout the entire stream

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY- Unknown.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Unknown.

ACCESSIBILITY- Streamis accessible by road. By taking the Orr Springs Road north of
Uki ah to Johnson Creek crossing which is approxinmately 45 to 60 minutes ride, an old
| oggi ng road parallels the streanmi however, only the lower is passable by vehicles.
OWNERSHI P- Ms. Leonard, others unknown.

POSTED OR OPEN- Posted. |nprovenents not observed.

PAST STOCKI NG- - Unknown. Though Johnson Creek has undergone heavy | oggi ng damage

it still appears to be a fairly successful spawning stream for mgrating steel head
and it appears as though it has a potential of becom ng an excellent sal non and

st eel head stream The upper section is inhabited by resident rainbow trout which
woul d nake excellent trout fishery for the energetic.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - It is felt that this stream should be cleaned up and al

| oggi ng debris renpved and that after the | ogging debris is renoved this stream
shoul d be managed as a steel head and silver sal non stream

SKETCH MAP- See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - Personal observation and see Calif. Division of Forestry
south hal f of Mendocino County map 1948.

JSD/ SNN: cd



Johnson Creek
Tvib. +o S FK. 317 Rover




JOHNSON CREEK

Jams and Barriers

10.
11.

12.

Smal | punp 1-1/2 inch draft irrigation or domestic 200 yards upstream
250 yards upstream snmall concrete damno barrier - 1 ft high x 9 ft log
Log jam - no barrier - 10 ft wide 10 ft long - 3 ft high. void area

Log bridge crossing - barrier 4 ft high 30 ft long 10 ft wi de 75% void
dirt covering bridge 1000 yards upstream from nouth.

Area 50 yards long - |ogging debris.

Log jam - no barrier - 20 ft wide 6 ft long 5 ft high void 60% 1/2 mle
upstream from nout h.

Log jam - part barrier silted in - 2 ft high - 15 ft wide 10 ft long 5
ft high 90% void area 06 m | e above nmouth (Estimated).

O d logging sluice dam area no barrier 200 yards long 10 yards wi de 10
yards high 95% void area 3/4 nile upstream

Area from ol d dam upstream consi derabl e | oggi ng debris and recent split
stuff debris.

Tributary - little fisheries val ue.

Area between East Branch and Min Fork - heavily silted wth
consi derabl e |1 oggi ng debris.

Forks - Mnor flows in East and West forks - doubtful fisheries val ue.

Concl usi ons and Reconmmendati ons

Al t hough Johnson Creek has undergone consi derabl e | oggi ng damage it has

a potention of becoming a fair Silver Salnon streamif the | ogging debris
and old dam are renoved. If the streamis rehabilitated to the main fork
further investigation should be nmade for rehabilitating these forks.



